South Africa's contemporary history

INFORMATIONS GENERALES — SOUTH AFRICA CONTEMPORARY
HISTORY. From the beginnings of Apartheid ( 1948 ) to the government of NELSON

MANDELA under the ANC ( 1994 ).

Année / Year : 2024-2025

Semestre / Semester : 2

Type de cours / Cours via Teams.

Langue du cours / Language of instruction : English. Students expected to speak in
English.

Volume horaire / 18 hours.

édits ECTS : ECTS credits : 5

ENSEIGNANT(S) - Madame Patricia Donnadieu. Email:
patricia.donnadieu@sciencespo-lyo.fr

OBIJECTIFS DU COURS - Introduction into the racial policy of Apartheid that was put
into the South African Law by the National Party, officially in 1948. In order to understand
the many racial aspects of this policy, i.e. the Laws introduced and the consequences
thereof. The Lectures will then work to an understanding of the International Pressures as
well as the internal resistance that lead to the end of Apartheid through the 1980s and the
release finally of Nelson Mandela in 1990. An exploration of the ANC in government will
also be discussed. Also the Truth and
Reconciliation Act and Archbishop Desmond Tutus work towards forgiveness in South Africa.

EVALUATION - The evaluation is based on work on a continual basis - essays to write and
also a commentary on certain press articles. A presentation - in groups - will also be
expected. An accent of an important Cultural figure will be encouraged and the role that
he/she or they played in the anti-apartheid movement.

PLAN - Beginnings of Institutional Race policies/laws from 1948. DF MALAN as the first
PM of the National Party to install Apartheid into the law. We will then work


mailto:patricia.donnadieu@sciencespo-lyo.fr

through to FW de KLERK in the 1990s and the negotiations towards a New South Africa. The
Rainbow Nation —

Several of the very important political figures will be introduced in these lessons. Specific Laws
under Apartheid will be re-examined also. Black Consciousness as a movement under Steve
Biko.
Racial Capitalism and an understanding of the wealth in South Africa - mainly in the Mining
industry.
The AIDS EPIDEMIC and measures taken by President Mbeki. Take note of the Cycle of
Poverty.

The NOBEL PEACE PRIZE winners coming from South Africa - and the stories behind them.

BIBLIOGRAPHIE

A HISTORY OF INEQUALITY IN SOUTH AFRICA — Sampie Terreblanche.
Un ARC-EN-CIEL DANS LA NUIT - Dominique LaPierre.

DATES DES SEANCES PREVUES

Séance 1:14/03/25
Séance 2 :21/03/25
Séance 3 : 28/03/25
Séance 4 : 04/04/25
Séance 5:11/04/25
Séance 6 : 18/04/25
Séance 7 : 25/04/25
Séance 8 : 09/05/25
Séance 9: 16/05/25



