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Course description
Climate change is one of the major policy challenges of the 21st century. As it involves future
projections, the capacity to address it successfully requires the credible communication of
the impending change of climate, which makes policy action necessary. This further requires
devising strategies that separate the known from the speculative and devising strategies
that are able to bring about the change in behavior and create acceptance for government
measures that will be necessary to address these concerns. At the same time, from a
perspective of participatory governance that is key to the acceptance of policies, this not
only involves the transmission of knowledge about the phenomenon, but also about
generating the involvement of citizens in designing solutions that then can be accepted by
the public. Drawing on sociology, political science and communication literature, this class
examines climate change communication and its role in achieving the goals of climate
change policy. It provides not only knowledge about the current effects and potential roles
of climate change communication as a policy tool, but also about communication strategies
that seek to engage citizens in this policy problematic.
Objective
The aim of this class is, on the one hand, to equip students with a better understanding of
ethical issues in communication of scientific evidence and specifically in climate change
communication, as well as of the current and potential roles and effects of climate change
communication as a policy tool. On the other hand, this class aims to foster critical thinking
of students who will learn how to evaluate climate change communication, with the help of
communication theories.

Course timeline
Session 1: Introduction. Climate change as a challenge
Session 2: The role of science in understanding and communicating climate change
Session 3: The role of government in tackling climate change

Session 4: The role of mass media in communicating climate change
Session 5: The role of civil society in mobilizing for climate change action
Session 6: The role of transnational bodies in generating coordinated action
Session 7: The interplay between stakeholders to generate sustained policy action
Session 8: The impact of other societal challenges on climate change
Session 9: Concluding remarks: The way forward
Assessment
Students are expected to read in advance the texts assigned for each session and be
prepared to discuss them during the online sessions. Class participation includes class
discussions and short (team) class activities or very short quizzes on the required readings
(25% of the final grade). Written assignments include one response memo on the assigned
texts for one session at student’s choice (25% of the final grade) and a final reflection paper
on a topic assigned by the instructor (25% of the final grade). In addition, students will be
required to make a very short presentation of a case study, as discussed and agreed with
the instructor (25% of the final grade).
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